fishing boat through choppy Hudson waters.

A healthier

Hudson River
is heme again

to thriving fish

Firstoftwo parts

By Brian Donohue
Journal staff writer

cast his bait into the Hudson River and
watch it disappear.

“I judge how clean the water is by how
far down you can see your bait,” said Stamm, presi-
dent of the New Jersey chapter of the Hudson River
Fishermen's  Associa-
tion. “Used to be, you
couldn’t see it more than
a few feet. Now you can
see it down much fur-
ther.”

Stamm’s bait is still
disappearing  quickly,
though — into a fish's
mouth. He's in on a grow-
ing secret: The river that
gives Hudson County its
name is coming back to
life.

Even by standards more scientific than
Stamm’s bait-test, theriver is getting cleaner.

“There’s an upswing in the condition, the re-
ception and the use of the river,” said John Wald-
man, a research associate with the Hudson River
Foundation, a nonprofit organization that conducts
and funds research on the river estuary. “It's a ris-
ingtide.”

Raw sewage no longer regularly flows into the

c harles Stamm remembers when he would
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* While the water now meets scientific standards for bathing, the New York
Department of Environmental Conservation hasn't officially approved
swimming in river waters off Hudson County or Manhattan. ;



